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Congress established BIG through the Sportfishing and Boating Safety Act of 1998, which was part of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21). The BIG Final rule was published January 18, 2001. On March 28, 2012 we published a Proposed rule to update the current Final rule. We received 22 comments to this rule and several requests for more time. Because the 22 comments we received contained good information and suggestions, we determined we would present a 2nd Proposed rule, incorporating the comments we received from the first 60-day comment period. 

The 2nd Proposed rule was published April 25, 2014 with a 90-day comment period.     

(Comment Period: April 25 – July 24, 2014) 

Comments received from:

	
	Submitter
	Organization
	Category

	
	
	
	

	1
	Alberto Ortiz 
	Region 5
	FWS

	2
	Kate Brown
	Connecticut Boating Division
	State

	3
	Patricia Harrell
	Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
	State

	4
	Jordan Byelich
	Michigan
	State

	5
	Melissa Danko
	New Jersey Office of Maritime Services
	State

	6
	Janine Belleque
	Oregon State Marine Board
	State

	7
	Laurel Anders
	Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
	State

	8
	Ed Poolos
	Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency
	State

	9
	Leslie Connelly
	Washington Recreation and Conservation Office
	State

	10
	Tom Dammrich
	Sport Fishing and Boating Partnership Council
	FACA

	11
	David Kennedy
	BoatUS
	NGO – Partner

	12
	James Adams
	States Organization for Boating Access
	NGO – Partner

	13
	Daniel Hickey
	Smith Point Marina
	General Public



The Proposed rule and all comments may be accessed at: http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=FWS-R9-WSR-2011-0083

This link takes viewers to both proposed rules and the 35 combined comments from both Proposed rules (March 28, 2012 and April 25, 2014)

The majority of the comments received on the 2nd Proposed rule relate to definitions. The next most commented section was 86.11 Eligible projects, followed by 86.43 concerning the project statement.

I am reviewing all comments and making determinations on how to address each comment. Please know that we read and consider EVERY comment.  

We plan to publish a BIG Final rule by the end of the calendar year. The new rule will be effective for the 2016 BIG funding cycle. We will host several webinars to talk about the differences and ways that the new regulation will hopefully improve overall project implementation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the period between when the first Proposed rule is published until the Final rule is published, WSFR staff cannot accept comments other than through the public channels provided via www.regulations.gov. However, we can clarify the rulemaking process, so if you have any questions, please contact me. 
