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· The Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR) started work in 2006-07 on four Service Manual chapters to replace the inadequate 1992 land acquisition chapter at 522 FW 6.

· Replacement chapters became more urgent in 2013 when the Inspector General’s audit of a WSFR-administered grant program found 16 appraisals to be deficient.

· On Aug 4, 2014, we solicited comments on the first three draft chapters. In Nov-Dec 2014, we held two webinars and met with representatives of nine States in three daylong meetings.

· We received comments from 24 State fish and wildlife agencies, 2 other State agencies, 7 FWS Regional Offices, the WSFR Training Branch, 2 other FWS units, and 1 nonprofit organization.

· Common concerns were: appraisal life span, review-appraiser qualification standards, prior approvals, the sequence of steps in the simplified process, and certain requirements of the simplified process imposed by policy.

· In June 2015, we posted on the FA Wiki our responses to comments from 53 individuals on 520 FW 6. Those who submitted comments in Aug 2014-Jan 2015 and the WSFR lands team had the opportunity to recommend alternative responses. We received only one recommendation.

· Our responses to 520 comments on 520 FW 7 are currently at a link on the FA Wiki. Anyone who submitted a comment on 520 FW 7 as well as the WSFR lands team and the Joint Task Force may recommend an alternative if they believe the response is inconsistent with law, regulation, appraisal standards, or appraisal practice.  

· In 2017, we will develop a table of comments and responses for 520 FW 8 and distribute it for review and comment following the same procedures we used for chapters 520 FW 6 and 7.

· After we address all comments on the chapter and any feedback on the responses to the comments, WSFR staff and an Office of Valuation Services review appraiser will meet with small groups of State personnel to identify any “fatal flaws.” 

· After addressing any fatal flaws, we’ll send the chapters with the comments and responses to the Director for approval.

· We no longer plan to develop a fourth real property chapter on monitoring and disposition because we wouldn’t be able to enforce any policies that were not included as conditions of the grant that funded the original acquisition. We’ll address monitoring and disposition through a rulemaking preceded by informal review and comment periods before publishing a proposed rule.

· Public involvement in the development of these chapters has been unprecedented. 
