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How You Can Engage


The Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR) is updating the regulations at 50 CFR 80 for the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration and Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Programs. WSFR is working with a Team that includes representatives from the Federal Aid Coordinators Working Group (FACWG) to deliver an approach that will allow all interested parties (you) to have the opportunity to better engage in reviewing and commenting on rule changes. The approach will require you to dedicate yourself to the process at certain times from October 2016 through mid-2018. Rulemaking consists of several steps: WSFR publishing the proposed rule, a public comment period, a WSFR comment review and response period, and WSFR publishing a final rule. Your major role is in the public comment period. The phased-schedule approach has 4 rounds of rulemaking, so there will be 4 comment periods for you to engage.
The public comment period is the time when you read the proposed changes, consider how they will affect the program in general and specifically in your State, and prepare comments that tell WSFR what changes you support and what changes you disagree with. For those changes you disagree with, WSFR asks you to be specific and tell us why you disagree and to suggest alternatives. 
There is an additional opportunity to comment through an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPR) that will accompany at least the first proposed rule and possibly others. The ANPR will ask you to give WSFR comments, recommendations, opinions, etc. on several more complex and potentially controversial topics. Asking for feedback through the ANPR allows a more open conversation and for WSFR to assess your position on these high-level topics prior to a proposed rule. This will also allow us to potentially propose language/approach on a topic in one round and then adjust that proposed language/approach in a subsequent round, taking advantage of the phased schedule to develop the rule using your input.     
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 We will introduce in each round of the phased-schedule some higher and some lower complexity topics. This will allow you to focus your thoughts and attention on a few major topics at a time, rather than getting the “tough” topics all at once. The lower complexity topics are identified as those that have already been vetted through another process, such as Service Manual chapters, JTF decisions, or WSFR consensus or guidance. We have a planned “break” in the schedule from April – June 2017, a time when grant managers are especially busy and pressed for time. This period will also allow the Team to reassess the status of rulemaking to date, identify any new topics that may have emerged, and determine how to best assign topics in the remaining rounds. The general schedule is (a more detailed schedule is on the Wiki site):
     PR = Proposed rule, CP = Comment Period, WR = WSFR review, FR = Final rule                             
 For further information:
Visit the WSFR Wiki at: 	https://fawiki.fws.gov/display/5C8SDT
Contact:		Lisa_Van_Alstyne@fws.gov or Peter_Barlow@fws.gov 

