


50 CFR 80 Regulation Update: Phased-Schedule Approach, 2016 – 2018
Background
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR) is updating the regulations at 50 CFR 80 that carry out the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration and the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Programs and subprograms. WSFR identified topics to be addressed in a 50 CFR 80 update from the comments received during the last rulemaking that were not resolved, in Service Manual chapters, Memoranda, Director’s Orders, Interim Guidance, and other guidance. From June 24 – September 23, 2015 the WSFR Policy Branch (Policy) hosted 12 webinars open to States, Regions, and other interested parties. Each well-attended webinar addressed a few topics and gave participants an opportunity to reflect and respond. Policy developed a draft proposed rule, reflecting issues and approaches discussed during the webinars, and posted it on the FA Wiki to receive comments before going to a published proposed rule. 
Issue
Many WSFR Regional staff and States responded that the comprehensive rulemaking was overwhelming and that they did not have adequate resources to address a major regulation review combined with other current expectations. We were asked to delay rulemaking until FY 2018. Policy feels that it is important to move forward with rulemaking and that a delay of this magnitude would be detrimental to the programs. We also understand the concerns of those most intimately involved with the programs and knew a new approach was needed.
Compromise
At a meeting in April 2016, Policy presented to the WSFR Regional & HQ Chiefs, the Joint Federal-State Task Force for Financial Assistance Policy (JTF), and the Federal Aid Coordinators Working Group (FACWG), an alternative for a phased approach to 50 CFR 80 rulemaking. This approach suggests that instead of addressing all the topics at once, we address a handful of topics in several rulemakings. This would distribute the workload in multiple ways, allowing for more focused involvement. Meeting participants reached a compromise that resulted in forming the 50 CFR 80 Schedule Development Team. The charge of the Team is to work together, combining State and Federal/WSFR perspectives on topics, to develop a schedule that considers both the needs of the programs to have clear and accurate regulation and the resource concerns of interested parties.
50 CFR 80 Schedule Development Team 
The WSFR Regional Chiefs and the FACWG nominated members to the 50 CFR 80 Schedule Development Team. The members of the Team have a deep understanding of the WSFR programs under 50 CFR 80 to the extent that they can identify topics of varied complexity. The Team’s charge is not to resolve the topics or to create language for rulemaking, but to develop an acceptable schedule for rulemaking and represent their Regions’ perspectives on an acceptable way forward in the revision process. The Team reviewed the rulemaking process and reviewed topics based on their perspective of complexity, need, and timing. The members of the Team are:  
States: Adam Brooks (MT/Region 6), Tammy Brooks (TX/Region 2), Paul Wilkes (KY/Region 4), Steve Gomez (VT/Region 5), and Brad Compton (Alternate/ID/Regions 1, 7, 8)
WSFR:  Lisa Van Alstyne (Policy-HQ), Pete Barlow (Policy-HQ), Abbey Kucera (Region 3), and Diana Swan-Pinion (Region 4)   




