
Coastal Zone Management Act

Definition

The Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) of 1972 is an Act of Congress passed in 1972 to encourage coastal states to develop and implement
coastal zone management plans.

The U.S. Congress recognized the importance of meeting the challenge of continued growth in coastal zones by passing the Coastal Zone
Management Act. The Act, administered by NOAA's Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM), provides for management of
the nation's coastal resources, including the Great Lakes, and balances economic development with environmental conservation.

The CZMA outlines two national programs, the National Coastal Zone Management Program and the National Estuarine Research Reserve
System. The 34 coastal programs aim to balance competing land and water issues in the coastal zone, while estuarine reserves serve as field
laboratories to provide a greater understanding of estuaries and how humans impact them. The overall program objectives of CZMA remain
balanced to "preserve, protect, develop, and where possible, to restore or enhance the resources of the nation's coastal zone."

Guidance

Coastal Management program development grants  

Any coastal state which has completed the development of a coastal zone management program shall submit such program to the Secretary of
the Department of Commerce for review and approval.

The Secretary may make a grant to a coastal state only if the Secretary finds that the management program of the coastal state meets all
applicable requirements of the Act and has been approved.

After final approval by the Secretary of a state's management program, any applicant for a required Federal license or permit to conduct an
activity, in or outside of the coastal zone, affecting any land or water use or natural resource of the coastal zone of that state shall provide in the
application to the licensing or permitting agency a certification that the proposed activity complies with the enforceable policies of the state's
approved program and that such activity will be conducted in a manner consistent with the program. At the same time, the applicant shall furnish
to the state or its designated agency a copy of the certification, with all necessary information and data.

State and local governments submitting applications for Federal assistance under other Federal programs, in or outside of the coastal zone,
affecting any land or water use of natural resource of the coastal zone shall indicate the views of the appropriate state or local agency as to the
relationship of such activities to the approved management program for the coastal zone. Federal agencies shall not approve proposed projects
that are inconsistent with the enforceable policies of a coastal state's management program, except upon a finding by the Secretary that such
project is consistent with the purposes of the Act or necessary in the interest of national security.

Each Federal agency activity within or outside the coastal zone that affects any land or water use or natural resource of the coastal zone shall be
carried out in a manner which is consistent to the maximum extent practicable with the enforceable policies of approved State management
programs. 

Any Federal agency which shall undertake any development project in the coastal zone of a state shall insure that the project is, to the maximum
extent practicable, consistent with the enforceable policies of approved State management programs.
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